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• Commerce Bank

• A future for the unemployable

• Phillies are Phanatic community 

outreach

February 18 - Offshore 

Outsourcing: Assessing the Risks

and Rewards

February 24 - From the Ground 

Up: Regional Developments and

Innovations

More >>

 
Welcome to the February 2005 edition of GPCCNews! 

 

Latest Member Benefit! A new section, Member 

News, allows GPCC members to post important 

company information, such as news releases about job 

openings, upcoming events or recent accomplishments, 

for review by the Greater Philadelphia business 

community. The submission should not be an 

advertisement; however, your company can buy 

advertising space on the front page of the newsletter 

for a special introductory rate. Put your company in 

the limelight! Email bkahora@philachamber.com for 

details. 

Business Savvy features articles about vital business issues explored by regional professionals. 

A personal vision predicts success and happiness. This month, find out how personal and 

career development can help focus your life goals. 

Chamber Voice showcases the latest business programs, initiatives and notable topics in 

Greater Philadelphia that are key to business growth.

Key Issues discusses leading regional topics and Chamber initiatives. 

GPCC remembers G. Fred DiBona, Jr.

The E-A-G-L-E-S’ successful season affects the region

Small business success with the GPCC Supplier Network

In the Know features the Chamber’s highlighted programs.

Office Depot is the GPCC featured Affinity Program 

On the Move campaign is looking for volunteers
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2005 Paradigm Award winner and scholarship recipients

Results of the Economic Outlook Breakfast

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia celebrates 150th Anniversary

Business Volunteers for the Arts looking for participants

What's News

Executive Summary gives you the latest updates on the Chamber’s public policy

activities and initiatives.

New Members

Member News! Read the latest news, programs and initiatives submitted by 

members, for members

Corporate Cares recognizes regional companies that believe community involvement is 

essential to regional success. 

Commerce Bank

Baker Industries

The Phillies

Note: Let us know what you’re reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen

instead of the back button lets us know what you’re reading, so we can ultimately give you more

of what you want.
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Advertise! Build more exposure for your company and drive hits to your website. Purchase ad space in the

NEW! Chamber Flash Box for month long exposure to GPCC News subscribers and website visitors. You can

potentially reach the 2,000 web visitors that link to this newsletter each month as well as the full Chamber

subscription list.

*Now available! Website Ads. Special discounts on multiple month & combination pages. Call 215-790-3665

for more details.

Submit an article! Do you have an interesting perspective from which to approach a new or well-known

business issue? Can you shed light on a controversial topic relating to your industry? Would you like to give

your fellow Chamber members a business tip that can save or earn them extra time and money? Submit an

article to be published in this newsletter to enhance your recognition and influence potential or existing

clients. 

Community Profiles. We would like to feature your community enrichment programs. Please tell us about a

community initiative with which your company is involved, and we may highlight your company’s contributions

as a philanthropic leader. Email bkahora@philachamber.com for details.

Host, Boast & Post! Promote a company achievement, event or sale at absolutely no cost to you. Just click on

the Bulletin Board & Member Discounts link on the Chamber’s website, enter your email address, company

code* and post immediately!!!

*If you do not have your company code but are registered in our system, your code will be emailed to you. If

your email address is not registered, contact ptoner@philachamber.com.
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Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising

Comments / About Us / Disclaimer / Member Directory

Visit us on the web at: www.philachamber.com

Copyright 2004. Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. All rights reserved.
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February 2005

So far, 2005 has been a very good year for Greater Philadelphia and we have hope that our 

momentum will continue as we strive to make our region more competitive.

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, on behalf of the regional business community, 

thanks Governor Rendell for releasing funds last month that will enable expansion of the 

Pennsylvania Convention Center to begin.

We have for years advocated for the expansion of the Convention Center, which is needed if our 

region is to attract the larger conventions that will support our convention and hospitality 

industries.

Since opening in 1993, the Pennsylvania Convention Center has helped spur economic activity in 

the city and region. As cities such as Boston and Washington D.C. began to enlarge their meeting 

facilities, it became necessary for Greater Philadelphia to develop expansion plans to ensure that 

nearly 60,000 hospitality workers and dozens of hotels, restaurants and other places of leisure 

remain viable.

Realizing the critical economic consequences, Governor Rendell did a great service to our region 

by providing start-up funds for expansion.

One major component of an economically competitive Greater Philadelphia region, however, 

remains undecided.

Later this month, on February 27, SEPTA may be forced to implement steep fare hikes, reduce

service by 20 percent, and severely curtail weekend service if a solution to the state’s transit

crisis is not found.

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce continues to be in constant communication with 

our elected officials in Harrisburg, and we have met face-to-face with Governor Rendell and 

influential legislators in an effort to facilitate a compromise. We remain optimistic that a 

dedicated source of funding for SEPTA, along with much needed support for transportation 
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infrastructure improvements throughout the state, will come to fruition. 

A comprehensive and affordable mass transportation system is one of our region’s most

appealing selling points. The ability to attract and retain companies would be greatly diminished

if SEPTA operates under a worse case scenario.

The Chamber will continue its work with our elected officials and all affected parties in search

of a funding stream that supports transportation infrastructure and mass transit so that our 

state and region maintain a competitive edge.
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Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members mean new

contacts, new member-to-member discounts, and potential new business. Be sure to check out

who joined this month* and every month and help support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

3212 Tang, Inc. DBA Kitchen 89

Acorn Press, Inc.

Al Dia

All Covered

Bil-Ray Aluminum Siding Corp. of Queens, Inc.

Buzz Communications LLC

Career Blazers

Chariot Solutions

Claritee Group

Conshohocken Eye & Laser Center

Ezekiel Baptist Church

Gallery 339

Igvin Investco Limited

IMS Health

Kiddie Carriage, Inc.

Le Tip

M. Schnoll & Sons, Inc.

MCA Solutions

Micro Biological Air Safety 

 Laboratories

mvwGroup

O'Neill Employee Benefits

Oxford James LLC

Pathfinders Travel

Pennsylvania SPCA

Philadelphia Barrage

PPT Consulting

QA Edge, Inc.

Reedman-Toll Auto World

Schoor DePalma, Inc.

Servpro of South Philadelphia

Skyline Commercial Real Estate

The Ultimate Professional Cleaning Service

U.S. Trust Company, N.A.

Walnut Bridge Coffee House, LLC

Weatherbee Media

Zelten LLC.

 
The Chamber has more than 6,000 members representing every industry. Check out some of

your colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined after

the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.
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**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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